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Fall 2004

News from the Feral Front

by Judy Ewing, President

I am happy to report that Friends of
Feral Felines is serving more feral cats
than ever!

We are a group of over seventy
volunteers in southern Maine, rescuing
feral cats and giving them a second
chance at a healthy life.

Cats

One hundred forty two cats were
spayed or neutered in the first six
months of this year. If half of these are
females, and each one had 15 kittens in
a year, this has saved 1065 unwanted
kittens from being born next year!
Twenty three cats were adopted to
homes and three to barns.

Finances

On page 3 is a financial report for
the first half of the year, showing a
small deficit to date.

A “Special Needs Fund” has been
established to assist cats with medical
needs that are often beyond our means
to deal with. In the past these cats were
given treatment if we had the funds,
but sometimes a $300 ultrasound or
$500 for major dental work had to
be denied. Now this type of care can
be handled with the special fund (see
page 6).

People in New Positions

Sandy Fletcher is the new Fostering
Coordinator. She screens potential
foster homes and assists them in

getting training and working with a
mentor.

Fran Findlay is the telephone
Screener. If you call our number
below, Fran is the volunteer who will
take your message and be sure it gets
to the appropriate person.

Jean Cobb is the Western Maine
Trapping Coordinator. Jean is a
long-time member of FFF and a past
president. She traps and mentors new
trappers and fosterers.

Volunteers Needed

Two areas to be addressed in the
fall are Publicity and Fundraising.

We are in need of a Fundraising
Coordinator to oversee and pull
together the fundraising efforts and to
organize some new events.

We need trappers and foster homes.
And we need barn homes for feral cats
who cannot go back to their colonies
and who would not be good housepets.

We also need people to take a
shift of selling crafts at Petco and Pet
Quarters, wrapping gifts at Borders in
December, and helping out with other
fundraising events.

To celebrate National Feral Cat
Day on October 16, we will have a
work day of building winter shelters
for feral cat colonies. If you can donate
materials or time, please call 797-
3014. Time and place to be announced.

Please send us the names of five of your friends you think
might enjoy receiving our newsletter. Email to
friendsofferalfelines@hotmail.com, or send to the address

below. Thank you!

Cat Calendar

Craft Sales

Pet Quarters, South Portland
Sat. & Sun., October 23 & 24
Sat. & Sun., December 11 & 12
Petco, South Portland
Sat. & Sun., September 18 & 19
Sat. & Sun., November 20 & 21
Uno’s Pizzeria, Maine Mall
September 22, October 27
Uno’s will donate 20% of your
ticket to FFF with coupon! Eat in
or take out. Download coupon
from our web site.

Borders Gift Wrapping
Holiday gift wrapping will be done

by FFF volunteers at Border’s Books at
the Maine Mall in December.

Friends of Feral Felines Meetings
General meetings are held on the

second Wednesday of every other month

at Walker Memorial Library, 800 Maine

St., Westbrook, at 6:30 pm. Next meeting
will be on November 10.

National Feral Cat Day
Thursday, October 16. Special work

day to build winter feral cat shelters.
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Book Sale

Flatbreads and Uno's

Once a month Uno’s Pizzeria has been helping FFF
raise money by donating 20% of every guest ticket that is
accompanied by a coupon (downloadable from our web

Perennial Sale, Yard Sale

The annual Perennial Plant Sale was held in Westbrook in May and raised $426 for Friends of Feral
Felines. The annual Yard Sale on August 22 raised $459. Thanks to everyone who helped with these!

Fundraising

This year’s fourth annual Friends of Feral Felines
book sale, held as always at the Williston-West Church in
Portland, raised $1250 from the sale of paperbacks and
hardcovers. We also had a sizable number of audio books
for the first time, including a large donation of review
copies from an employee of Books, Etc. of Falmouth.
Another innovation was a raffle with three prizes of gift

generosity.

certificates to Yes Books, Annie’s, and Longfellow Books,
all of Portland. FFF salutes these bookstores for their

This year’s final tally fell below last year’s record -
breaking total of approximately $2000, but was consistent
with the prior year’s $1300 and an increase from the first-
year tally of approximately $1000.

site). And on July 6, Flatbreads Pizza donated $3.50 per
pizza to FFF. A silent auction was also held that evening at
Flatbreads. These fundraisers have brought in over $2500!

Trapping Update

After a mild and relatively snow-
free Maine winter, spring finally
arrived, when a tomcat’s fancy turns
to thoughts of mating. As a result of
this tomfoolery, the high kitten season
has now arrived. Volunteer trappers are
being kept busy from Gray to the far
south in Kennebunkport and to the far
west in West Newfield.

Following the Feral Felines policy,
the first option is to spay/neuter and
return adults who are being fed and
sheltered. Young kittens are put in
foster homes, as available, to be
domesticated and put up for adoption.
Older kittens are sometimes fixed and
returned to their colony when foster
space is scarce, as now. We welcomed
some new foster homes, including
Judy, a “seasonal” foster on Chebeague
Island, Gail and Janet in the Norway
area, and Ashley in Gorham. They
each took in kittens from feral mothers
in Limerick, Baldwin, and Sebago.
Judy found two adopters who willingly
paid the $20 ferry fare to the island to
pick up their new charges and bring
them to homes on the mainland.
Meanwhile, once Gail and Janet’s
kittens were sufficiently socialized,
some were put in an adoption kennel at
Cook’s Hardware store in downtown
Gorham, and were adopted in barely

a week! Under the supervision of
Dolores Cook, a volunteer trapper and
foster home, numerous cats and kittens
have found excellent homes via this
avenue. Laurie and her sister, Lisa,
have also been steadfast in taming and
placing kittens for several years.

We have also been trying to build
our cooperation with existing shelters.
For example, we have helped the Little
Paws shelter in Buxton place feral cats
in barns, in exchange for their taking
in some small kittens we had captured.
Some Board members also met with
representatives of the Animal Refuge
League in Westbrook about how we
can work together. As a result, we took
in a feral kitten from the ARL and, in
turn, the ARL donated surplus canned
food to FFF.

While trapping calls came from a
variety of towns, as usual, the Portland
waterfront was a major hot spot. First,
Jill and Jim rounded up four young
kittens (all since adopted) from the
Portland ferry terminal/Flatbread
restaurant area. It was hard because
Flatbread patrons, other passers-by,
and the Portland fireboat workers
provided a steady supply of food. As a
result, we have been unable to capture
the mother yet, despite round-the-clock

trapping. We did manage to fix and
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return one of her female offspring from
last year, but she and another of her
older offspring remain unfixed.

We had better luck at Gilbert’s
Chowderhouse one block down. There,
Jim, Jill and Carole rescued two small
kittens (one since adopted), and were
able to capture, fix and release both
the mother and father as well. The
Gilbert’s colony now is stabilized at
four fixed cats (two done last year)
who are well-loved by the restaurant
workers.

Meanwhile, Jean in the Standish/
western Maine area and Mary in
Kennebunkport/southern Maine have
been overworked since spring with
one colony after another and oodles
of kittens. Because of their tireless
dedication, dozens of feral colonies
have been stabilized and many kittens
will live in the comfort of a home
rather than face the elements all year.
Despite our triumphs, we did lose
one litter to coccydia, a particularly
virulent parasite for young kittens and
one of the many risks faced by feral-
born cats. -Jill C.

New trappers and foster people
are always welcome. Contact Jill
(878-8896) regarding trapping, and
Sandy (627-2262), our new foster
coordinator, regarding fostering.



Six Month Financial Report

In the first six months of 2004,
Friends of Feral Felines took in
$30,809.27 and spent $32,174.33.

The income is derived from dona-
tions, adoption fees, memorials, sales
of craft items, and fundraising events.

The bulk of the expenses, nearly
$25,000, went to pay veterinary
expenses for cats.

Smaller expenses include public-
ity, cost of items sold (t-shirts, coffee
mugs), fundraising expenses, office
supplies, and telephone.

There are no paid staff members of
Friends of Feral Felines.

Last year we spent $35,000 in vet-
erinary bills over twelve months.

This year we have reached over

71% of that amount in the first half of
the year and incurred a small deficit.

Since January, 142 cats have been
spayed or neutered, and six had to be
euthanized, due to illness.

The “Special Needs Fund” has
raised $560 to date.

Low Income Spay/Neuter Law Takes Effect in August

The Maine Low-Income Spay/Neuter bill is now law!
Maine is the third state in the US to adopt such a law.

Eligible applicants must provide a co-payment of
$10.00 for neutering cats and $20.00 for dogs; the state

vaccination.

funds the remaining cost. The new program also provides

a public health benefit; each animal receives a rabies

To participate in this program, pet owners should call
the “Help Fix ME” toll free number 1-800-367-1317.

Adoptable Cats and Kittens

From time to time, FFF has some
kittens who, for no good reason, remain

in a foster home for months without being

adopted or have special health needs.
Here we feature some of those sweet cats

who deserve good homes:

a BIG boy who lives a bit nervously
with other cats and dogs and needs a
patient, loving family.

Rudy is a long-haired
smoke coon retired from
street life, who needs
regular grooming. He is very mellow
and personable.

Dotty is a tiny 4-year-old black and
white female who has had a tough
life. She lost half her tail in an

Sweet Pea is
a female muted torti, loyal and gentle
but shy. She is diabetic and needs a
daily insulin shot.

Tess is a small black
female, 8 months old,
with one eye due to
an accident when she
was younger. She is
very shy and untrust-
ing of people but the
right patient person
would be great. She
loves to be patted
once she adjusts to
people. She also
needs to be in a home
with no other pets.

Tiggie is a beauty. He has the
markings of a Bengal tiger. He

is playful, adventurous and fun.

He is every kitten’s and cat’s
buddy. He plays and plays. He
will make a great playmate for
your kitty. If you know cats
and have some time to let him
be a people person, Tiggie is
the cat for you. Tiggie needs a
good caring home.

accident and is still shy.

Kittens

9-weeks old: Polly, a muted calico
female; Gus, a short-haired orange
male. 12-weeks old: Freckles, a
brown tiger male; Jetta, a black
female; Ginger, a medium-haired
male; Gilly, an all-black female.
4-months old: Moses, a gray male
tabby; Delia, a calico female.

Many young kittens of both
genders, all colors, and various
ages are also available. Please
call 797-3014 if you would like to
adopt a cat or kitten. You can see
photos of other cats and kittens
awaiting adoption on our web site
at www.feralfelines.net.



Letter from a Volunteer

On a whim, I stopped into Gilbert’s Chowder
House, in Portland, in early August to speak with the
owner, Ed Gilbert, about some wharf cats that I had
trapped last fall, Pretty Girl and Piggy. These cats are
being fed and cared for by Ed and his restaurant manager,
Jeff, and I wanted to make sure they were still doing
well (they are both doing great....Piggy is friendly and
routinely gets petted and handouts from patrons!). Last
year, though, Ed told me that there was another female that
had kittens in the past and wanted to know if we could try
and trap again to get the final kitten-producing kitty from
their part of the wharf, so I agreed and a plan of action was
put into place. Another cat, Little Piggy Boy, also needed
trapping as well.

The very next day, I show up at Gilbert’s at 7 AM
and Little Pretty Girl had already walked right into the
Havahart® trap, lured by Ed and some raw, fresh haddock.
We then agreed that they would try for Little Piggy Boy as
well and at 3 PM, I got a call from Jeff -- Little Piggy Boy
was trapped and not very happy about it!

A few days later, after they were spayed/neutered,
vaccinated for Rabies and tested negative for Feline
Leukemia Virus (FeLV) and Feline Immunoficiency Virus

(FIV), they were released back onto Custom House Wharf.

Everyone at Gilbert’s love these wharf cats and in
fact, Ed told me that the cats earn their keep by keeping
seagulls from landing on their outside deck!

Unfortunately, the trapping does not end here.
There are several female cats that still need to be trapped
further down on Custom House Wharf, more females along
Widgery Wharf (alongside Sapporo’s Restaurant) and even
more kitten-producing females near Becky’s Diner.

If anyone reading this story is interested in
helping to set some humane traps (traps, bait, training and
supervision provided until you are comfortable with the
process) around Commercial Street in Portland, please give
us a call! Friends of Feral Felines provides the funding for
the medical treatments at participating area clinics, so it’s
TIME that we need volunteers for.

After volunteering now for almost 7 years, I can
truly state that humanely trapping feral cats is fun and
rewarding all at once!

Sincerely,

Carole G. Jean <*..>

00 Paws

Do You Love Cats?

If you have space in your home for a

Paws Up! to Lois, who has

uUp!

foster cat or kitten and time to play with
it to “socialize” it, consider becoming a
foster home for Friends of Feral Felines.

We offer training in fostering, a net-
work of helpers, and the special feeling
that you helped a cat to be ready for a
new permanent home.

We also need volunteers to trap feral
cats with Havahart® traps and transport
them to a veterinarian. This work is very
rewarding (see letter above).

We always need barn homes for those
feral cats who cannot be returned to their
colonies because they are not safe, and
who are too feral to be good housepets.
These cats will earn their keep with
rodent control! And you will have the
satisfaction of having rescued a cat from
the streets.

If you would like to feed and monitor
a feral colony one night a week, or if you
would like to make crafts for us to sell,
or help sell them at special events, please
call us at 797-3014.

revived the weekly adoption
update, emailed to all members, and
to Fran, who patiently screens calls
on a daily basis, without complaint.

Paws Up! to Mike, who has been
our webmaster for a number of
years and cheerfully keeps it up to
date. And to Charndra who gener-
ously gave FFF coffee mugs to her
wedding guests as favors!

Paws Up! to Sylvia for the yard
sale, Jill for the book sale, Rita for
the perennial sale, and to Hilda and
Sharon for the Flatbreads fund-
raiser.

Paws Up! to Kerry Drach and
Tris Thompson for delivering cat
food to trappers.

And a special thanks to all the
volunteers who have worked so
hard to get so many cats spayed and
neutered this year.
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Light Detects
Cat Urine

A product discovered by several
FFF members detects invisible cat
urine which has been sprayed in a
home. The product is a light called
Nature’s Miracle Blacklite, and it is
available at pet stores.

If you believe your cat has been
spraying indoors, but you can’t find
any visible evidence of it, turn this
Blacklite on a surface in a dark or
dimly lit room. Hold it one to two
feet above the surface, and it will
reveal the invisible source of the
urine odor. The light is made by
Made for Pets and People, Inc.



National Feral Cat Day Is
Saturday, October 16!
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National Feral Cat Day October 16, 2004
Help support Friends of Feral Felines by
volunteering to help build winter shelters for feral cat

colonies on Saturday, October 16! Call 797-3014 to
donate time or materials. Time and place TBA.

Friends of Feral Felines is an eleven-year-old non-profit organization staffed
entirely by volunteers in the greater Portland area. We trap feral cats, spay or neuter
them, and vaccinate them. If their colony is in a safe place with shelter and regular
feeding, they may be returned there. If not, we foster the cats and kittens in homes
until a permanent adoptive home is found. If the cat is too old to be domesticated, we
find a barn home for it.

For more information, check out our web site at www.feralfelines.net. You can
download from that site a coupon to donate 20% of the cost of your meal at UNO’s
Pizzeria in South Portland (including take-out) on October 27. We will have a table of
crafts for sale at Pet Quarters in South Portland on October 23 and 24, and at PetCo on
November 21 and 22. To help with a donation or by volunteering or adopting, please
call the number below.

Friends of Feral Felines ~ P.O. Box 8137  Portland, ME 04104  (207) 797-3014  www.feralfelines.net
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Make a difference!

The Humane Society of the US has several programs
designed to directly assist pets in need. Through the
Care?2 clicks, funding is generated for HSUS’s Rural Area
Veterinary Services (RAVS) program, which brings free
veterinary services to poor and underserved communities
in the U.S. and abroad. In 2002, the program’s three
full-time veterinarians and more than 400 volunteers
provided veterinary care for animals on 20 different Native
American reservations in the U.S., as well as in small rural
communities in Appalachia, villages in Guatemala, and
island nations in the Caribbean and Pacific. Spaying and
neutering is just one part of helping pets in need. Many pets
(and their people!) find themselves in need when confronted

with certain challenges during the life of the pet.
Go to http://pets.care2.com and click to help provide

Why Adopt an Older Cat?

- from Animal Shelter Assistance program, serving Santa
Barbara CA% Homeless Cats

So many people want kittens. Please consider the
following:

veterinary care for pets in rural areas. It won’t cost you

anything, and 100% of the money you generate will be

donated to the HSUS to help spay and neuter, vaccinate,
and provide check-ups to pets in need. You can click there

every day!

A kitten is only a kitten for a short time
period.

Older cats often adjust quickly and easily
to new situations, walking in like “been
there, done that”.

Older cats don’t climb your curtains or run
the Indy 500 in the middle of the night.
Older cats are more affectionate - the
older they get, often the more lap time
they want.

Older cats have developed a good immune
system.

Older cats have a stronger stomach
tolerance and don’t get the upsets as easily
as kittens.

Older cats don’t require constant
supervision - kittens do.

Older cats are TRULY appreciative that
YOU have deemed them worthy of love

- kittens will love everyone.

Please consider adding an older adult cat to your
household.

Memorials

In memory of Marbles, by Barb
and Bob Muir.

Catherine Fater of Biddeford,
in memory of Buffy .

Lesley Milheim of Reston, VA, in
memory of her sister’s cat, Bear.

In memory of Tiny by Lawrence
and Patricia Nickerson.
¥Heaven will not ever Heaven be,
Unless my cats are there to welcome
me.,

A special thanks to Arlene Knight
and FFF for help in placing a mother
cat and two kittens from Conway,
NH. - Dr. David Sporcic, Melissa
Adam, Tammp Goupil, and Geneva
Barker.

Look us up on our fabulous
web site :
www.feralfelines.net

“Special Needs

Cat Health

Fund” Established Resources

A new fund has been established for
“special needs cats.” Now and then a
cat comes to us who needs an expensive
medical test or medication that is beyond
our means. Or perhaps it needs extensive
dental work to be able to eat comfort-
ably.

In the past we have done all we
could for these cats, but their needs have
stretched our resources.

Today we have a fund to which
people may contribute, above and
beyond their gifts to our operating fund,
and help these unfortunate cats to have a
second chance at good health.

If you would like to give such a gift,
please specify your gift to the “Special
Needs Fund” on the enclosed remittance
envelope.

We have helped four very dehydrated
kittens and a mama cat who needed to
have an eye removed, thanks to this
fund.

Cornell University’s College of
Veterinary Medicine has a paid-
subscription newsletter online at
www.catwatchnewsletter.com.

The Humane Society of the
United States has a web site at
www.hsus.org with a lot of animal
care information.

The ASPCA has a web site at
www.aspca.org. Alley Cat Allies,
a national organization of TNR
groups like FFF, has a web site at
www.alleycat.org. The American
Veterinary Medical Association’s
web site is at www.avma.org.

All of these sites offer an ongo-
ing source of information about
cats and other animals. Bookmark
them on your list of “favorites!”

And don’t forget the best one:
www.feralfelines.net!



